
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, December 4, 2016, AM 
Message: “The Raising of Lazarus” – John 11:38-44 
 
INTRODUCTION: I see three things pictured: the physical resurrection of Lazarus; the salvation 
of the believer; and the literal resurrection of the dead at a future date.  All three of these 
things require three actions: faith in the power of God; the call of God; and a response to the 
call of God.   
 
I.  Three actions required: 
 A.  Faith in the power of God—v. 40. 
  1.  Mary & Martha had to believe in Jesus—v. 40 
  2.  Jesus’ faith in the Father concerning his prayer—v. 41 
  3.  Faith is a necessity in the Christian life—Heb. 11:6; Rom. 1:17. 
 B.  The call of God—v. 43 
  1.  When God speaks we must listen. 
  2.  The example of Israel—Heb. 3:15 (Ps. 95). 
 C.  The response to the call of God—v. 44 
  1.  There must be obedience to God’s call. 
  2.  We are to be doers of the word not just hearers (James 1.) 
  3.  God’s call demands a response. 
 
II.  Three things pictured: 
 A.  The physical raising of Lazarus from the dead. 
  1.  Lazarus was dead-- v. 11-14, 39, 
  2.  The raising of Lazarus involved faith—v. 40 
  3.  The raising of Lazarus involved the call of God—v. 43 
  4.  The raising of Lazarus required a response—v. 44. 
 B.  A beautiful picture of salvation. 
  1.  We were dead in trespasses and sin—Eph. 2:1 
  2.  We heard the gospel and believed—Eph. 1:13 (Rom. 10:14-15). 
  3.  God called and we heard. 
  4.  There was a response to the gospel call. 
 C.  A wonderful picture of the future resurrection--John 5:28 (I Thess. 4:13-18) 
               1.  There must be faith in Jesus—v. 14 
  2.  There will be the call of God—v. 16 
  3.  There will be a response—v. 16c, 17. 
 
CONCLUSION:  Lazarus serves as a beautiful picture of the resurrection.  Have you believed? 
Have you answered the call of God? 


